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INTRODUCTION. 
0.1. Background to the Study 
Architecture is a physical emotional and intellectual experience. As a form of Art, 
Architecture in the day-to-day human existence is much more significant then any other 
form of Art, in the sense it is an unavoidable Art. It is expected to house various human 
functions and activities and the spaces created which is much more important. The 
process of emerging emotional bonds between man and the space in order to inflict 
positive behavior and a healthy psych in him is thus very important in the art of 
Architecture. 
Even though, it is accepted that the Architect should cater to the psychological 
needs of the human mind, but yet some architects continue to only build fantastic 
decorated spaces, which do not cater to their beholder's inner mind. 
"The modem approach to architecture reflects that the primary object is building 
of some other artifact" 
Newman 1973. p68 
In the contemporary Architecture there is no humanity or sense of inner nature of 
man. They are not living and breathing. They are no more than machines. Man's sense of 
psychological needs seems to be alien to Architecture. As a result both man and 
Architecture have been left confused, without the ability to fuse themselves in to a 
wholesome relationship. 
0.2 Observation 
0.2.1. Problem statement 
The relationship between the spaces Architecture 
and human needs are acknowledged without sufficient appreciation of its depth. In the 
present confusing stage in Architecture it is very essential to analyze the causes for the 
crisis of creativity and to find methods to overcome it, for the development of 
Architecture as an Art, as a human activity whose spaces can be rationally enjoyed.. 
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There are physical or primary needs are which includes, food .air, water, shelter 
sleepand maintain body temperature. Man's secondary needs are much more difficult to 
satisfy. These are the needs of psyche of an inner person. Secondary needs include 
intangibles, such as sense of love, personal affection, self-esteem, sense of Security and 
feelings of Accomplishment of person's fulfillment. Unless these secondary needs are 
satisfied, it may cause stress and strain to the individual psyche, resulting in anxiety, 
boredom and even covert behavior. 
Architecture deals with the physical dimensions of the environment mostly 
concerned about the spatial qualities of the environment Those intangible essences of 
space will participate activity during natal spaces are essential The psychological need of 
an infant and pregnant mother may vary with those and other stages in our journey of life 
Though creating good physical and mentally satisfied environment is essential for natal 
spaces. The lack of presence of such spatial qualities are identified through the 
comparison, in Sri lankan maternity environment (immediate spaces for this activity, pre 
and post natal wards , delivery rooms, infants nurseries.) and need to upgrading the 
spatial qualities with infant and pregnant mother's immediate natal environment. 
The issue is this junction deviate in to kind of better noticed bad environment in 
natal spaces. The Architectural significance here is to captive the essence of the natal 
space , which is expected to be a transitional space for physical space (universe) for the 
new born humanity. 
"To be bom is to suffer" - Guatama 
0.2.2. Criticality. 
But catering to the psychological need is not a simple task, as while it is 
attached by other physical, biological and functional requirements of the space. There 
are some needs, which are constantly neglected in the space, and they are the need of 
~- love, need of security, need of imagination etc. These neglected components give quality 
to space. It touches man vividly via his senses and evidently subjected to be meaningful 
artistic, and makes architecture soothingly comforting. 
As earlier mentioned, not satisfying of these needs may cause stress and strain to 
the individual psyche resulting in an anxiety, boredom and covert behavior. This aspect 
of psychological need is familiar to the created spaces for pre and postnatal activity. It is 
universally accepted that mother's mental condition is highly affects the child growing in 
the mother's womb, an emotional environment of birth has a profound impact and it may 
cause ill effects in infancy in terms of physical, mental conditions and in turn disturb his 
future behavior and development patterns of adulthood also. 
With development of science and technology , the space of birth for the 
V child gradually was converted into the delivery theater in the hospital. This space didn't 
give least consideration for the psychological need of mother and infant. It was like a 
machine room where the child is born within the chaos; with the doctors pulling the child 
out with pliers and least concerns giving towards mother's and child's mental sensation. 
It is like going to buy a slice of meat from the market. 
But unfortunately as architects have disregarded to give the consideration 
deserved for the psychological factors of the design, and the significance of man's very 
first 'home' . Also as the complexity of the society increases the consideration given to 
the psychological needs of a pregnant mother has been reducing. Instead of letting the 
baby be born in an transitional space on between the bliss of the mother's womb and the 
v
 universe, he is born into a machine room with totally reduced qualities which is in fact 
compared to a hell. It seems the reason for this is the lack of understanding of the 
psychological needs of the child and the spaces needed, and also the knowledge that, 
mother's psychology affects the child. 
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0.2.3 Causality. 
There are modern technology and knowledge to create comfortable 
inner environment with luxurious materials, but there are no such comfortable spaces 
catering to their inner minds. They have to find principles, rules, concepts and design 
methods to make their Architecture beautiful and comfortable. Then they become more 
and more and more alien because people are in out of sphere of Architecture. But some 
Architects find it difficult to trap a comfortable inner relationship between space and 
psychological need, although we are having a vast knowledge of science, technology and 
every thing. 
There might be several causes. One reason is the limitedness in knowledge that an 
architect should relate his spaces related to the psychological needs. 
Another reason is that the architect may not consider it as priority, Aesthetics, 
value for money, making an Architectural statement etc. being prioritized and topical. 
Whenever the psychological needs have been fulfilled in a space, it speaks out to 
a person's soul. Even though this is a most powerful tool to create soul touching 
architecture, There are not aware that it could be correctly analyzed and captured 
properly and this seems to be the most probable cause for this dilemma. 
0.4 Intention of the study 
This study is aim to suggest the first most basic cause, for this problem is 
to find out the relationship between the fulfillment of psychological needs and the spatial 
qualities .The study is geared towards emphasis importance of psychological needs and 
it's application to the space, identifying the related psychological needs and spatial 
qualities for natal activities. Hence the primary objective of this study is therefore to 
identifying importance and relationship of psychological need in creating spaces in 
Architecture in future endeavourers. 
Being a transition, and a break through from the original sense of unity 
(..Marc, 0 1 9 7 2 ; 10) 
Infant finds an excited experience, which is a craving for the return to where he 
came from. (.. the experience of unity) thus the spatial arrangement demands a very 
intimate kind of experience rather than a feeling of lost, being saturated by the very 
fundamental physical and psychic needs that are unique in this exceptional spatial 
experience. The intention here is to study the relevant psychic grounds of the baby and 
his mother as well as to create a space for the humanity to live on earth safe and sound. 
1.5 Methodology 
Illustration of this dissertation consists of the " psychological needs" and 
architectural space is described in detail and therefore it will be based on a theoretical 
background. Following this theories is the procedure is established a sequence of it's 
application in order to suggest that "psychological needs as basic need of creating 
process and more orderly and meaningful architecture in problematic area such as created 
natal spaces. 
The method of establishing will be, 
By reviewing the hypothetical points of views, presented by the Maslows hierarchy of 
needs, and spatial relationship that stimulate that considered being confined in to 
Schulz's theoretical categorization of space as to give an architectural flavor to the 
subject. Fist the theories put forward by them are reviewed to obtain a comprehensive 
idea about the psychological needs and the space and hence the primitive space is broadly 
discussed, as it is the very stimulus for mother's womb and become the extended 
receptivity to the man's collective unconscious. 
.Then it is essential to identify , significant of the primitive space is based on the 
fulfillment of mother and infants psychological needs with fundamental spatial elements 
are derived . It is logical to stake that such spatial elements of within the spatial enclosure 
depend on the degree of psychological needs. 
Then analyzed the psychological needs and the architectural space making and 
objectify the proper satisfaction of the psychological needs is depend on the spatial 
enclosures. 
In the next stage of the study , some selected pre and post natal spaces in hospital 
condition are studied to high light the lack of those psychological needs consider in those 
spatial conditions. Establishing the method of child delivery , must be considering much 
greater depth to identify the possibilities of creating such spaces , explore the idea in later 
part of the study is dedicated to point out the ways and means of adoption for realization 
of the most intimate, affectionate, protected and embracing kind of a birth place that 
sounds natural to the physical and psychic conditions of the infant and mother's. 
This identification is aimed to suggest a new form for natal spaces and analysis of it's 
spatial qualities suggest the importance of "spirit" in spaces making in Architecture. 
1.5 Scope and limitations 
Theoretical scope is limited to the pre established theories of Piaget, Gestalt 
and Maslaw . (Consequently.., child development theories, theories of perception and 
psychological needs ) architectural perception of space for this study is confined to the 
Schulz's categorization of space .., i.e. primitive space , existential space etc. 
Physical boundaries of the study confines in to conventional methods of adaptation 
for the designing (rather the conception) of birthplace and regarded ritualistic approaches 
and to contrast with the modern theories and conception of space making for the 
birthplace is exemplified. In the case studies only consider the spaces like maternity 
wards , delivery room, and infants nurseries. (Immediate spaces for this activity) 
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